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“FBLA-PBL is the
premier student
business
association. Our
mission is to bring
business and
education together
In a positive
working
relationship
through innovative
leadership and
career
development
programs.”
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Introducing Colorado
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In this newsletter you will find
articles regarding past and

upcoming Leadership

Conferences, information about
financial leadership activities,
introductions from Colorado’s
new State Officer Team, and
articles from Colorado FBLA

Chapters.

2009-2010
STATE OFFICER TEAM
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At the bottom of every page in
this newsletter you will find a
picture of one of Colorado’s new
State Officers for 2009-2010. To
the left of their picture is an
introduction to help you get to
know the team.
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A Welcome Letter
to Colorado FBLA

By: Raleigh Burt
State President

Colorado FBLA,

We had an exceptional year filled with success, but a new year of Business Look for our State Officers at

Excellence Starts Today. Once again it is time to prove that Colorado is Simply the | N EE Rt REE RSl
Best Conference. They will have

buckets to collect change for
March of Dimes! If you will be

At the 2009 NLC in Anaheim, CA Colorado was represented by over 200 members. attending, remember to bring
Of the 57 competitive events offered we had finalists place in 19, as well as two 1° some change to donate!
place awards. Congratulations to all winners and thank you to all members in If you would like more
attendance for conducting yourself in a professional businesslike manner. information about this

organization, see the March
of Dimes article included in

This November Colorado will be hosting our own NFLC in Denver. This is a great -

leadership experience with all the excitement, benefits, and networking
opportunities of a NLC, but without the stress of competition. As the host state |
encourage as many of you as possible to attend.

The year’s national theme is “Simply the Best” and our State theme is “Colorado
FBLA: Simply the B.E.S.T (Business Excellence Starts Today).” In order to be
Simply the Best and achieve Business Excellence we must continue to strive for
greatness in all that we do. Continue raising the bar in all competitions, perform
acts of kindness through community service projects, and share the excitement of
FBLA with all of your peers.

This will be a great year for Colorado FBLA because we are Simply the Best!
Sincerely,

Raleigh Burt
State President

I had a wonderful term on the State Officer Team last year and I’'m back for another. It is with great
excitement that | begin my duties as your 2009-2010 State President.

As a senior at Sargent High School near Monte Vista, Colorado | enjoy staying active by running cross
country, riding bicycles, wakeboarding, snowboarding, and skiing. Aside from FBLA, | am Student Council Head
Boy and an active member of National Honor Society and SADD-Stand, I've been involved in Boy Scouts since
kindergarten, and received my Eagle Scout award last year. After high school | plan to attend college in
Colorado. My goal is to major in mechanical engineering and minor in business.

It is my honor to be part of your 2009-2010 State Officer Team. Continue to work hard and remind
everyone that you are Simply the Best.
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National Fall

. DIMES
Leadership Donating at
Conference NFLC Denver

By: Taylor Hall
District 4 Vice President

Every year, Future Business Leaders of America holds National Fall Leadership
Conferences (NFLC) across the nation. The 2009 locations are as follows:
Look for our State Officers at
Baltimore, Maryland - November 6-7 tgir:‘]f::f:i FTarileLe;i(lj|er:ZCE
Denver, Colorado - November 13-14 e

. buckets to collect change for
Orlando Florida - November 20-21 March of Dimes! I you will be

attending, remember to bring
This year Colorado has the honor of holding a NFLC. Members of FBLA from all some change to donate!

over the United States will be attending, and Colorado members are lucky enough If you would like more
it’s in our home state. The National Fall Leadership Conference is a great way to e abo:t e .
gain experience, attend workshops, and meet other teenagers from different states. organization, see the Marc

hi t can be compared to the National Leadership Conference, but without the P e
This eV?I:l p p ! this newsletter.
competitive events.

By going to the National Fall Leadership Conference, you’ll see a different aspect of
FBLA. The NFLC will provide fun times you will never forget while giving you
rewarding benefits that will last a lifetime. If you go, you’ll also get to stay
overnight in Denver! While in Denver, you will have free time to visit other places
in the city, like parks, the 16" street mall, or even the Denver Zoo.

The National Officer team holds the NFLC so you’ll get a chance to meet your
national officers. The Colorado State officer team will be there as well so feel free
to talk to them.

More information on the National Fall Leadership Conference can be found on the
National FBLA homepage or by following this link:

http://www.fbla-pbl.org/

| am currently a senior at Holyoke High School in Holyoke, Colorado. | am
very active in my community, church, and school, and have been able to grow
with FBLA with the support of each. | have a strong passion for this great
organization and cannot wait to serve the state of Colorado this upcoming year
as your State Secretary!
Elise Nelson
Secretary




Colorado Relief
Fund

By: Hali Furley
State Treasurer

Every day natural disasters occur, causing financial hardships.
Here in the state of Colorado in 2008 tornados struck the city of
Windsor in Weld County. Due to the damages to the homes and
community; students were not able to raise money for their hard earned
trip to the National Leadership Conference.

As a result of the tornados, the Colorado Relief Fund was set up
in order to help pay for their expenses. To raise money for the relief
fund donations were taken and a $5 walk at the State Leadership
Conference was conducted. Over all $2,452 was raised during the 2008-
2009 school year. Colorado now feels we are prepared for future
hardships! It could happen anywhere and to anyone so help out and
spread the awareness of the Colorado Relief Fund.

-Hali Furley
Colorado State Treasurer

Hello, | am Hali Furley and | was elected as the Colorado State Treasurer
for 2009-2010 school year. | enjoy being in the business program at Platte Valley
High School, teaching swimming lessons, and hanging out with my friends in my
free time. | am prepared for my duties for the following year and | am looking
forward to meeting new people!

Hali Furley
Treasurer

Hi, my name is Erik Wislinsky. | am a junior at Monarch High School this
year. | enjoy playing guitar, rock climbing, music, and working with FBLA. | am
the State Reporter for 2009 — 2010. So far this year has been amazing and I’'m
looking forward to the journey ahead!

Erik Wislinsky
Reporter




March of
Dimes

By: Matt Fouracre
District 7 Vice President

For around forty years, FBLA has been a partner of the charity known as
March of Dimes. Founded by Franklin D. Roosevelt as The National Foundation
for Infantile Paralysis in 1938, the March of Dimes organization began the fight
against premature birth, birth defects, and infant mortality in 1958. Since that time
this charity has funded research in biochemistry, microbiology, developmental
biology, genetics, pediatrics, and many other fields. Additionally, March of Dimes
works to inform the public about premature birth through community service
education and advocacy.

MARCH OF
BIIVI=S
Donating at
NFLC Denver

Look for our State Officers at
the National Fall Leadership
Conference. They will have
buckets to collect change for
March of Dimes! If you will be
attending, remember to bring
some change to donate!

If you would like more
information about this
organization, see the March
of Dimes Atrticle included in
this newsletter.

Colorado FBLA donates to this charity through a March for Dimes walk at
the State Leadership Conference and by charging a small fee at the dance.
However, these are not the only ways in which one can help this organization. The
Colorado FBLA State Officer Team has buckets on hand for donations at the State
and District Leadership Conferences, as well as the Colorado and National Fall
Leadership Conferences. Also, any chapter can have their own March of Dimes
walks and fundraisers. For more information about March of Dimes, visit the
National FBLA website or the official March of Dimes website.

http://www.fbla-pbl.org/
http://www.marchofdimes.com/

Hey hey Colorado FBLA! My name is Sondra Duran and | am your State Vice-President representing

District 1 for the 2009-2010 school year. As a senior at Valley High School, | have great leadership opportunities
this year as | am Valley FBLA President, Valley NHS President, Valley Key Club Co-President, as well as an active
member of Valley FCCLA. Though my duties are demanding, | am determined to give my all into making
Colorado FBLA simply the best. This being my final year with Colorado FBLA, | look forward to meeting as many
of you as | can and making great connections. Feel free to contact me at any time this year with any questions
or concerns you may have. Let's make the 2009-2010 FBLA year a blast!

Sondra Duran

District 1 Vice President

I'm Reuben Aguirre from Denver West High School, which is just a few blocks away from
downtown Denver. Aside from being your Colorado FBLA Vice President representing District
Two, | am also actively involved in the Denver Urban Debate League, NHS, Denver Public
Schools Student Board of Education, and hold two part time jobs. Colorado FBLA, this is our
year.

Reuben Aguirre

District 2 Vice President
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FBLA at Ponderosa
High School Today

PONDEROSA

FOOTBALL
By: Hannah Wieblehaus

Publisher for Ponderosa HS Chapter

FBLA’s chapter at Ponderosa High School, located in Parker, Colorado, hosts a wonderful Back-to-
School night every year. Students and their parents are welcome to come walk around the school and meet
their teachers. During this time, FBLA members are there to help those who needing assistance finding
classrooms. We hold a Pizza Party for all paid members in FBLA that night also. Many come for the pizza
and stay and help parents to earn community service hours. This event creates a unity for the future business
leaders, as they are able to socialize with other members of FBLA. This helping hand not only demonstrates
a wonderful reputation for our chapter, but it also is a key tool to our recruitment.

While many recruits join that night, our officers practiced their business skills. Those in charge must
step up to the challenge of corralling all the members, and sending them to designated places. This develops
organizational skills, while at the same time, increases communication skills with one another—talk about
team work! If there is any one event which has the strongest reputation for our chapter, it is Back-to-School
night, and we invite any FBLA chapters to try it out!

Hannah Wiebelhaus
Publisher for the Ponderosa High School Chapter
hrwiebelhaus@live.com

Hello everyone! My name is Tiegen James from the proud little school of Liberty-
Joes. | am currently serving as the Colorado State FBLA Vice President Representing District
3. The most important things in my life are my Faith, my Family, my Friends and FBLA. | am
also involved in Basketball, Volleyball, and Baseball.
Tiegen James
District 3 Vice President

Hey everyone! My name is Taylor Hall, and | attend Sterling High School located in
Sterling, Colorado. As a senior in high school, | try to balance my activities between
academics, organizations, sports, and the arts; all of which have blessed me in one way or
another. FBLA has been huge benefactor towards me, and now as your State Vice President
representing District IV, | hope to provide a great year by serving all of you.

Taylor Hall
District 4 Vice President
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Financial Leadership
Activities

By: David Komisarchik
District 5 Vice President

As members, officers, and advisers, we are all looking for ways to get more people involved in FBLA and
how to allow FBLA to provide opportunities and activities for everyone. For those who are looking to get involved or
get others involved, Financial Leadership Activities are the perfect solution.

Fundraising is a thing of the past; Financial Leadership Activities are the way to go! Structuring your
“fundraising” events as Financial Leadership Activities allows for your chapter to create learning opportunities for
members. Instead of having officers plan an activity where members simply supply money, your chapter can include
members in the planning process and turn a Financial Leadership Activity into a school-wide event. This way,
members are gaining knowledge and skills that can help them in the future. The key about Financial Leadership
Activities is that your chapter will not just be asking for money, not simply “fundraising,” instead it will be
encouraging members to participate in the organization and inspiring membership growth.

There are tons of Financial Leadership Activities that your chapter can host in your community. Hosting any
type of sporting event where students can play the staff is always a crowd pleaser as well as an opportunity to have
your chapter work as a team to run the game. For example, if your chapter decides to host a student vs. staff basketball
game, the chapter can be divided into committees with different responsibilities like advertising, recruiting players,
searching for sponsorships, etc. This way, everyone has a chance to work on some part of the activity. Splitting
activity planning into committees can be done for any type of Financial Leadership Activity, ranging from sporting
events to bake sales or anything in between.

Nevertheless, your chapter still receives many benefits from Financial Leadership Activities. Your members
will be more engaged and your chapter will receive more funding to support programming needs for its members,
school and community. The Financial Leadership Activities, in the long run, can also assist members in continuing
their education in FBLA and becoming better business people.

Financial Leadership Activities present a fresh alternate to the old hum-drum way of “fundraising.” In this
way, Colorado FBLA members can be “Simply the B.E.S.T” and experience Business Excellencéhat Starts Today.

| am just a fun guy, or at least I'd like to think so. | swim year round on both school
and club teams and enjoy staying active in general. | love having a good time and meeting
new people and getting to know them so if you see me around please don’t hesitate to come
say hello! | am excited to get started and to have another great year in FBLA!
David Komisarchik
District 5 Vice President




Nationals: The
Magic of FBLA

FBLA Nationals this year was hosted in sunny Anaheim
California. Not going as a competitor, there was a list a mile long of
different things offered for you to do. Most included attending
workshops, including one that kicked off the week. Institute for
Leaders (IFL) was a worthwhile experience; it was a day and half
long event where you got to break down and really got to learn how
to take action as a strong leader in your realm of FBLA. Most would
say though that one of the favorite past times of many of the
members was getting to take a trip to the famous Disneyland and
California Adventure Land. Nationals is a trip that will inspire you
to work hard throughout the year just to attend the conference. The
friends, speeches, and crowds there supporting our organization
made for a breath taking experience.

By: Tiegen James
District 3 Vice President

For the Colorado delegation, the FBLA National Leadership Conference began, well, late. One of our
flights to Anaheim was delayed and about a third of the delegation arrived just after the Colorado meeting was
adjourned. But that didn't stop us from bringing our lively energy to the conference and having a blast;
Colorado FBLA had a spectacular experience and brought home many award-winners and recognitions. We
tied for 7th place in the nation for the most awards received at the Grand Awards Ceremony. Colorado
received first place for the largest chapter in the Mountain Plains Region with 6,274 members. We also
received recognition for having the largest membership of professional members in the Mountain Plains
Region. Two hundred fifty members larger than last year, we received second place in the Mountain Plains
Region for Largest Percentage Increase in Membership. The Colorado delegation had the very best of times at
competitions, workshops, and of course, at Disneyland! On behalf of Colorado FBLA, | can say the NLC was
a memorable experience that we will never forget. The 2009 National Leadership Conference was definitely
the peak of success for the 2008-2009 Colorado FBLA delegation. Congratulations Colorado FBLA on all
your accomplishments and may we work our hardest to be simply the best at next year's NLC in Nashville,
TN.

By: Sondra Duran
District 1 Vice President

Bonjour! My name is Lena Howland and | am ecstatic to be serving as your FBLA State Vice
President representing District 6! | am currently a senior at Falcon High School. Along with my FBLA
business, | am also very passionate to be a Varsity and State/Competitive Cheerleader! | am also in
National Honors Society, a Link Leader, a Falcon FBLA Co-President, and currently taking AP classes. |
am excited to graduate and hopefully attend the University of Colorado at Boulder in the fall of 2010
where | will major in Broadcast News.

Lena Howland
District 6 Vice President




CTSO Officer
Training

By: Lena Howland
District 6 Vice President

Every June, all of Colorado’s finest newly elected CTSO State Officers spend a week in Breckenridge,
Colorado to learn how to be State Officer, bond with their teams, create leadership skills, and make memories
that will last a lifetime. CTSO stands for Career and Technical Student Organizations. Organizations in
attendance at Breckenridge include FBLA, DECA, FCCLA, FFA, HOSA, Skills USA, and TSA.

In Breckenridge, we participated in many hands-on workshops all provided by TRI-Leadership. We
learned the responsibilities of State Officers, important policies, how to present workshops, how to make
effective chapter visits, and how to present ourselves as the successful leaders that we are. Each CTSO also
wrote a Program of Work specific to their organization. FBLA definitely made a very strong and effective
program of work with set jobs and deadlines for each officer to make sure everything gets done efficiently.

Along with leadership and team building workshops, we also learned proper dining etiquette which
included many helpful hints for future use. Another fun thing at training was learning all about the other CTSO’s
attending. Each of us brought something totally different to the table including business, health, marketing,
family, and technology.

While we were busy learning what it truly means and takes to be a leader, each CTSO bonded on a more
personal level. We really got to know each other creating not only a long-lasting friendship, but an FBLA family.
This is where the 2009-2010 Colorado FBLA State Officer Team was born!

My name is Matt Fouracre and | have the honor of serving as Colorado FBLA's State

Vice President representing District 7. | am a senior at La Junta High School in La Junta,
Colorado. In addition to being involved in FBLA, | am the Senior Class President, LJHS
National Honor Society Chapter President, a Drum-Major in Marching Band, the Captain of
the LJHS Knowledge Bowl Team, the Treasurer in Student Council, and | am on the Golf
Team. I’'m looking forward to a great year with FBLA.

Matt Fouracre

District 7 Vice President




Officer Introductions

Hello Colorado FBLA members, my name is Savannah Schlaufman, and | will be
serving as your 2009-2010 Colorado State Vice President representing District 8. | am going
into my senior year at Alamosa High School where | have served as a local chapter President
and will continue to be an officer. In addition to FBLA, | am the Yearbook Business Manager
for El Alarado, News Editor for The Alamosan my school newspaper, as well as involved in
National Honor Society, Knowledge Bowl, LINK Crew, Science Club and Alamosa PRIDE. | am
excited for the upcoming year and honored to be serving as a Colorado State FBLA Officer.

Savannah Schlaufman

District 8 Vice President

Greetings Colorado FBLA! My name is Erica Roybal and | am thrilled to be serving as
your 2009-2010 Vice President representing District 9. | would like to congratulate you on
becoming a FBLA member. | am looking forward to meeting Colorado members at the
National Fall Leadership Conference, District 9 Conference and throughout the year.
Colorado FBLA has become a part of my everyday life and | possess intentions to make this
year "simply the best" for members and advisers. As a senior at Meeker High School in
Meeker, CO | am extremely involved as the parliamentarian of Meeker High School Student
Council, Editor in Chief of Yearbook, Chairman of Community Service in FCCLA, Meeker High

School President of FBLA and presently | am running Cross Country and attempting to
conduct a field study relating to environmental sciences.

This past summer | attended CTSO with the other State Officers in June where we
bonded tremendously, | then traveled to DC to tour the city with the Rural Electric
Cooperative on behalf of my local cooperative. Then | attended the Junior Statesmen of
America Summer School at Georgetown University and | studied a semesters worth of
Political Philosophy in three weeks. | performed wonderfully. | take pleasure in being
involved- | would not be happy with my life if it were any other way. After | graduate, | plan
on attending a four year university and obtain a degree in bio-engineering and/or
philosophy. This year will fly, but | hope that | can aid in making it the best for all! Please
remember business excellence starts today!

CO FBLA
CCCs

9101 East Lowry Blvd.
Denver, CO 80230




